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Introduction:
This and subsequent articles in this series will focus primarily on the foundations of the Basilicata/Italian emigrant community as it developed in Trenton, N.J. from 1862-1908. Presently there is a lack of cohesive documentation available in the official city or community records regarding this early period of settlement of Italians in Trenton. As a result, little by way of comprehensive academic research on the development of either the originating Basilicata emigrant community or the general Italian emigrant Trenton community during the period has been done. It is hoped that this series of articles, which relies heavily on family oral histories as a supplement to written records, will fill in some of that missing background information. It is fair to say that the 19th century Trenton Italian community’s evolution had three distinct phases. The first phase of the community’s evolution extends from 1800-1850. This was a period which involved a number of remarkable “individuals” rather than community per se.  The second phase of the evolutionary journey to community occurred from 1862-1886 and will be covered in this Section 4 “A”. The third phase extends from 1886-1908 and will be covered in Section 4 “B,” the next article of this series. 
Phase One
We have acknowledged that there was a rather unique “phase one”, to the Italian residential presence in Trenton.  This was a time of major individual accomplishment and began with the arrival of Giovanni Sartori, as official Emissary to the United States appointed by the Italian Vatican States, in 1800. He was one of several Italian men, generally of higher education, position, or skills, to take up residence, establish businesses, and families in Trenton in the first half of the 19th century. It is interesting to note that several of these men would eventually marry local non-Italian spouses. These professional Italian men and their children mixed broadly into the American culture of the day. It is also of note, that some of the original emigres and their children eventually returned to Italy reducing their direct impact on the future development of the Italian community in Trenton. Of those that remained in America, research indicates that they followed business opportunities which resulted in their relocation to other American cities by 1850. This created an interlude in the presence of Trenton’s resident Italian population between 1850 and 1862.
Phase Two
In 1862 a second introduction of Italians in the Trenton community occurred. This introduction was initially composed of unaccompanied single men, the first of whom was Vito {Peter} Frascella. Our community records indicate that his arrival in Trenton was directed by political events and purposes originating in Italy. As I have written about in previous articles, Vito’s arrival in Trenton appears to have had specific association to international Italian Masonic associations and the Lincoln administration. His arrival was followed within a week by two additional Italian emigres who I would describe as his “shadow” companions during his brief American stay. There is no suggestion in our records suggesting that these three men had a personal connection prior to Vito’s arrival, however the three would remain lifetime friends thereafter. The presence of the three in Trenton in 1862 would in fact, mark the beginning of a continuous Italian presence within the city. These men like those who had proceeded them in Trenton and elsewhere, arrived in America with specific short-term personal, political or “business” objectives. Those objectives and intent did not include necessarily permanent American residency. In fact, at the conclusion of achieving his objectives Vito returned to his wife and son in Italy in 1863. However, his hope to return to a country of constitutionally guaranteed civil rights and a fair judicial system, as had been promised in the plebiscite of 1861, had already been crushed in the year and a half he had been away.
The Second Phase of Community: Secrecy/ Privacy
Between 1862 when Vito was sent to Trenton and 1863 when he returned to Italy, Garibaldi had become frustrated with the King’s failure to invade the Vatican States and reunite all of Italy. In 1862 Garibaldi planned and began to execute the arming and recruitment of a voluntary force of primarily southern Italians for an independent, unsanctioned invasion of the Vatican States.  Garibaldi’s intended goal was to force full, and immediate unification of the entire peninsula. His plan was discovered by the northern regime’s government who feared such an action would bring other European governments to the defense of the Vatican.  Shortly after Garibaldi landed a small volunteer force from Sicily onto the southern mainland, he began to march northward toward the protective confines of the Apennine mountains. A federal force was sent to intercept him before he could make his way northward. At the point of confrontation Garibaldi’s men were fired upon by Italian federal troops, with Garibaldi getting wounded. Garibaldi refused to instruct his men to return fire, although several of his men had been killed in the initial exchange. Garibaldi surrendered to the Federal forces rather than inflicting casualties on the federal forces. Gravely wounded Garibaldi was placed in federal custody where for a time it appeared he might die of his wounds.
Garibaldi had an international and national reputation as a hero and liberator. This was especially true in southern Italy where his leadership was considered the primary cause of the defeat of the Bourbon regime. His incarceration was a political problem for the newly unified regional government of King Victor Emmanuel. I have opined in previous articles that the Savoy regime was concerned that the southern militia which had been the backbone of Garibaldi’s southern mainland campaign in 1860 would again rise up in support. In 1862-1863 the regime ordered all of the Basilicata volunteers who had served with Garibaldi in the defeat of the Bourbon regime to self-report to prison. That amounted to between 10,000-20,000 men. Many obeyed the order and were imprisoned. Old abandoned fortresses around the Bay of Naples were retrofitted to house many but the majority, about 10,000, were imprisoned in northern Italy. Many Basilicata refused to report and fled into the mountains. Their resistance was considered a threat to the regime and they were branded “briganti” and they began to be hunted by federal troops. In 1863 in a further attempt to suppress the civilian population the Legge Pica law was passed, essentially instituting martial law. This is the environment that Vito found upon his return in 1863. What followed in southern Italy and especially in Basilicata was thirty years of suppression of rights and oppression of the people. The federal troops committed unspeakable atrocities including rape and whole village massacres of unarmed civilians. Executions were conducted summarily without trial. While no “official” records of the numbers of civilians killed were kept estimates during this period in the south run between 100,000 and 1,000,000.
According to family oral history, these conditions gave rise to Vito’s decision to return to America. He did delay slightly until after the birth of his second child in 1867. Once back in America he rejoined his companions in Trenton and by 1868 the group had grown to about five Italians, all men, living in the city and all from the Southern Apennine region around Basilicata.
These men found themselves “political” refugees from the oppression of an Italian government that they had fought to install. Their focus, as a result, shifted to establishing themselves as permanent residents in America, and to work toward funding the immigration of family left behind in Italy.
Our records indicate that throughout the 1860’s and 1870’s these men an opportunity to work mostly as self-employed street vendors supplying farm products, fish, and other perishables to the cluster German and Irish immigrant residents working in the mills along the river in south Trenton. At the time Trenton’s population was about 23,000. The half dozen or so Italian immigrant men were not sufficient to constitute a community and were barely a statistical cluster. There is nothing in the local records to suggest that this small group presented mor  than a curiosity in what was the beginning of Trenton’s age of Industrial growth.
In 1869 there arrived in Trenton two Italian Franciscan priests and a Franciscan brother who were recruited by the Dioceses of New Jersey for their much-needed multi-lingual skills. This raised the Italian immigrant presence in Trenton to around eight or nine individuals, all males. The Franciscan priests had been recruited by the Bishop of New Jersey from an existing Franciscan mission in Buffalo. The plan was as in Buffalo the priests were to take up pastoral duties in central New Jersey ministering to primarily German speaking immigrant Catholics. In exchange for their pastoral work for the Diocese the Franciscans would be supported in establishing a central Franciscan mission in New Jersey. The leader of this New Jersey Franciscan group was Fr. Peter Jachetti and his first assistant Fr. Dominic Marzetti. Most of the German parishioners in Trenton were part of the community working for the John A. Roebling Wire Rope Factory. Roebling, himself was a German immigrant. During his lifetime he set a policy of hiring only German workers at his factory work sites. As the local priest to the German immigrant community, Fr. Jachetti developed a close relationship with the community and in a manner of speaking introduced the small Italian group to the larger German immigrant presence. 
When Roebling was awarded the Brooklyn Bridge contract after the close of the American Civil War, it triggered the need for expanded production capacity at the Trenton Roebling factory. A large parcel of land became available in Hamilton Township with the passing of landholder Robert Chambers in 1866. A portion of the Chambers farm was purchased for future development as the expanded Roebling Complex. However, the surrounding area was relatively rural and devoid of sufficient infrastructure capable of either supporting industrial activity or housing the thousands of anticipated workers that would be required. Between 1868 and 1874 political and economic plans were laid to develop a larger municipal independent tract for the needs that the expansion would require. A section of Hamilton Township was separated off and the independent Borough of Chambersburg was created in 1874.
During the 1870’s the Italian immigrant population of Trenton grew minimally. Emigration, especially from Basilicata, to the United States presented many difficulties which included, financial, political and transit-based concerns. Based upon immigrant testimony regarding this period, by 1873 the Italian immigrant community in Trenton only numbered 16 individuals, all males, primarily from Basilicata. 
Troubles in Basilicata Affecting Immigration
 Gaetano Frascella, the son of Vito arrived in Trenton in 1873, he was 13. He is the first of the Italian cluster’s children to emigrate to America. As such he represents the first Trenton example of what sociologists call chain-migration. While there are many reasons why immigrant families resort to fractured family emigration, family oral histories suggest that Italian government suppression tactics may have been a major catalyst for this event to occur when it did. The journey from Basilicata to America would have taken between six and nine weeks in 1873. There were no trains or railways out of the mountains of Basilicata. Gaetano arrived in America “Without Papers” or by today’s jargon undocumented. His undocumented status is curious in that northern and southern Italy had been unified since 1861 and the entire peninsula united in 1871. One of the reasons suggested for the timing of Gaetano’s emigration was that the Italian government was drafting southern Italians “boys” at about 14 years of age. Bringing them into the military at an early age was considered better for indoctrination purposes. Properly indoctrinated these child-soldiers could more easily be used for suppression in their regional areas.
In 1874, anticipating the construction of the expansion of the Roebling complex in the new Borough of Chambersburg, Fr. Jachetti purchased a large tract of land in the Borough. It was his intention to build the Franciscan mission headquarters to New Jersey on that tract of land. Fr. Jachetti’s initial plan was to build a rectory, dormitory for first year seminarians, chapel, convent and elementary school on the site, which he did during the 1870’s. He named the parish complex Our Lady of Lourdes. 
By 1879 the small cluster of Italians, primarily from Basilicata, had grown to about two dozen individuals. Among them were the recently arrived wife and two daughters of Vito Frasella. They represented the introduction of the first women into the cluster of Italian immigrants in the city.
The Roebling Iron Works had continued successful expansion throughout the 1870’s. The company had expanded its range of wire cable-based products which resulted in a growing need for labor. During this time a number of other manufacturing companies had also started in the city as the American Industrial Age began to take off. Although the city had experienced a population growth of about 7,000 people over the decade to about 30,000 people, the labor demand outpaced the available supply.
Roebling management, now in the hands of John A. Roebling’s heirs, decided to reach out to the growing Italian immigrant arriving in the points of entry as a potential source of labor. With no direct entry into the Italian immigration scene the Roebling management asked Fr. Jachetti for help. Fr. Jachetti in turn reached out to Vito Frascella which suggests he had some status among the early cluster of Italians in the city.
Presented with this opportunity our records indicate that Vito immediately  gathered about a dozen men from northern New Jersey and New York City, all from his native town of San Fele. 








